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EDUCATION



Introduction

I think that Japanese education is not so good, because…

・Studying many subjects;

・Hard university entrance exams; and

I experienced a hard time when I was a secondary student.

I decided to research problems of the

Japanese education system!!! 
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The Current Situation of the Japanese Education

Purpose of the Japanese education is

To create future Japanese people
(Perrier, 2013)

Many countries may have a similar purpose
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Disadvantage of The Japanese Education

1. Lack of critical thinking skills and curiosity about the world (Perrier, 
2013).

2. Do not have the quality of ideas and the ability to find creative solutions 
to problems (Perrier, 2013).

3. The hard testing system → depression (Timist, 2018).
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Advantages of The Japanese Education

1. Quality of Education is high compared to other countries (Tsuboya, 2013).

2. Improve their skills of caring for their surroundings and responsibility of 
civil citizenship (Tsuboya, 2013).

3. Studying many subjects (Tsuboya, 2013).
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Three Big Problems of The Japanese Education

1. Students do not have enough free time (Perrier, 
2013)

2. Japanese education rejects individual 
differences (Perrier, 2013)

3. Japanese education has a lack of competition 
among educational suppliers (Perrier, 2013)



Lack of Free Time

Causes

・Students are in the examination wars

Many students go to cram school

・People think test is the most important

Students go to cram school early

・Children should have a     
responsibility to study and chances 
to play as much as possible
(Gray, 2015).

・Self-directed learning gives 
opportunities to pursue a far more 
extensive range of pursuits (The 
Center for Teaching Excellence, 
n.d.).

・Students should enjoy learning 
(Cobb, 2013).

(Perrier, 2013)

(Timist, 2018)



Rejection Individual Differences

Causes

・Japan has a f ixed national curriculum

students cannot proceed faster

・“teachers teach what will  be in tests”

they do not see individual differences 
well

・“learning with other generations   
is very important” (Gray, 2015)

・“learners have to make a clear 
goal by communicating with a 
teacher” (The Center for Teaching 
Excellence, n.d.)

・setting an appropriate pace for 
learning is important (Cobb, 2013)

(Perrier, 2013)

(Timist, 2018)



Lack of Competition Among Educational Suppliers

Causes

・Educational theories are not diverse in
Japan:

Teachers do not have a high level of 
motivation

・Teachers teach what will  be in the test:

They teach the same unif ied curriculum

・Instructors should talk with their 
students regularly to evaluate 
learning (Centre for Teaching 
Excellence, n.d.).

・”Adults do not have to judge 
children. Their responsibility is 
being a helper” (Gray, 2015).

・ Self-directed learning prevents 
the experience of “systemic 
reinforce” (Alternative Schools, 
2017)

（Perrier, 2013).

（Timist, 2018).



What Should We Do?

1. Increasing free time:

I think that playing in the nature and experimenting with what they are interested in.

2. Giving different level of education depending on the children:

I think that responsibil ity of studying, improving motivation to study.

3. Teachers and adults should think about the meaning of education:

I think that peopleʼs value is not decided only by what university they graduate from.
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Conclusion

Problems

1. Not having enough free time

2. Rejecting individual differences

3. A lack of competition among educators

It is vital to have confidence and to understand and appreciate what is worth and build 
on accordingly (Timist, 2018. para. 18).

I believe people in Japan should think that why they are studying.



Once people in Japan think about 

why they are studying , they 

realize the importance of learning. 

Also, if self-directed learning is 

more prevalent in Japan, then the 

quality of education will become 

better than now.



Thank you for listening!!
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