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Homework due Sunday at 4 PM on 01/16/2022:  

1. Please write four questions related to intercultural (cross-cultural) based on your 4Cs 

homework (concepts, challenges, connections, changes): Please use your homework notes and 

type/copy paste in this document by putting together ideas from your 4Cs homework for your 

midterm paper. Please use this form because the APA references are included for you.  

Please keep the references for the readings and viewings in the document APA style on the third 

page. Delete the articles you are not using.  

2. You are not researching new articles, but you have read and taken notes on already 

categorizing the readings and viewings. If it is confusing, look at the PowerPoint attached 

to Class 08. Find all of your best writing and include it in the homework.  

3. It is essential to use the author’s or speaker’s name and date where you got your ideas 

from. If you use direct quotations, please also write the time it was said in the video or the 

page and paragraph number in the reading. 

 

Research Questions: 

1. [Concepts] 

I think most important point is to understand the connection between culture and us, other 

culture, and accept difference. Culture becomes from all like ideas, way of thinking, knowledge. 

Also, these are used as filters when we look other culture. So, we determine whether things of 

other culture are good or bad from that of our culture. At this time, cultural differences may 

occur. What we need to avoid this situation is cross-cultural understanding. "The way to cross-

cultural understanding is to learn to recognize individual differences and gain an appreciation, 

respect and knowledge of other cultures that are different from our own."(Mcclay, 2017) Also, 

“we have a mind to like people who have another culture and become friends with them” 

(Thompson-Hernandez, 2019 February 20, 1:53~1:56). If we are aware of these beliefs, we can 

overcome cultural barriers little by little.  

 

2. [Challenges] 
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   Communication patterns are different in each country. For example, in American and Australia, 

people are in principle found of equality, so these members are used to accept a lot of opinions 

(Toegal & Barsoux, 2016).  Also, I think that people in a hierarchical culture like Japan cannot 

express their opinions freely. Therefore, this is a challenge to overcome the difference in 

thinking, and to overcome it, we still need efforts to understand each other. For example, 

different languages to make a difference in many parts. According to Boroditsky (2018, May 2), 

Aborigines have a habit of using directions like east, west, south, north in conversation. In Japan, 

usually, we use left, right. Therefore, there are differences in cognitive skills by language. we 

will encounter gaps in language when talks with foreign people. In such a case, we should accept 

as much as we can without being puzzled. So, when I have the opportunity to talk with cross-

cultural people, I should talk with them more positively, but it is difficult for me because I am 

shy. If I meet them, I will avoid talking with them, but I want to communicate with many people 

well. By the way, I think it is a problem about how to protect the original culture in each country. 

For example, in the video which explains about Chicano culture, woman said the “Chicano 

culture will disappear” (Thompson-Hernandez, 2019 February 20, 5:01~5:06). Needless to say, 

there are a lot of cultures in the world, but sadly, the culture disappears with changes of the 

times, so I want to know and respect as many cultures as possible. 

 

   3. [Connections] 

    My mother cooks rice by the pot, so there is no rice cooker in my house. “I have never used a 

rice cooker.” When I say that, usually I am surprised by others. Until then, I thought it was 

normal to use a pot, so this is one of cross-cultures for me. I think cook rice without a cooker is 

very difficult. For example, I must be by the pot to adjust the heat. If I fail, rice burns or water 

spills. However, this way will be useful in an emergency, so I want to keep this culture. Also, 
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when I read article about importance of interacting with diversity in childhood, I could not help 

thinking about my future. According to Australian Government (2020), “Early childhood is the 

time when children first become aware of differences among people and start to form opinions 

and attitudes about these differences.” I did not know experiences which did in childhood are 

important. I often hear that athletes have been playing the sport since they were small. Just like 

that richness of mind which can accept differences will develop little by little. Because I want to 

be an elementary school teacher in my future, I have to consider it hard. Especially, how to treat 

children with diversity is big problem I want to find answer of it while I am a college student. 

When I was elementary school student, my class has a black girl. She was so friendly and kindly 

person. Also, she was very fast! I envied her. No one cares about her skin color. Now, Anytime I 

see the news that discrimination is occurring due to slight differences such as skin color, I think 

my experience in elementary school was not natural.  If the response around her was bad, there 

was a possibility that she would spend her school life in the dark. I feel scared.  

 

4. [Changes] 

    Before I learn about cross-culture in this class, I thought it means cultures except to Japan’s, 

but I learned definition of cross-culture is wide. For example, dialect. As a university student, I 

had more opportunities to come into contact with dialect. there is a person who uses the 

Wakayama dialect in the senior of a part-time job. My college friends from rural areas also talk a 

little differently to me. I felt a cultural difference when I heard these wards for the first time. 

Can’t person feel cultural difference unless he/she go abroad? No, they are close by. This is one 

of the things that changed my thoughts. Also, I have a sentence that impressed me in the article 

about cross-culture that I have read ever in this class. It is “culture acts as a lens through which 
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we look at the world. “(Mcclay, 2017) I could understand from this metaphor why cross-cultural 

misunderstanding occurs. I should take off lens and see different cultures more. By the way, I 

have a habit of thinking only from my own experience. Because of that, sometimes I make 

mistakes in a part-time job. I am a cram school teacher as a part time job, but I often impose my 

thoughts which I understand on the students. That will ignore student’s way of thinking. I 

reflected. Isn’t cross-cultural understanding the same? Respect the other person's way, rather 

than just thinking whether thing is good or bad with our own standards. What I had to do at the 

time was not to impose my own way, but to know the student’s way and help him/her improve. 

I think my habit is similar to wear lens which Mcclay (2017) wrote. I want to fix my habit by 

thinking that there might be another way, to being tolerant and accepting. Then I surely will get 

into the habit of respecting different cultures.  
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